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1. How should people who “have been raised with Christ keep seeking the things above” (Col 3.1)?
a. First, we must keep in mind our identity: “elect of God, holy and dearly loved” (3.12).
b. We must “clothe ourselves” with feelings of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and
patience (3.12).
c. The latter is especially important since we will have to “bear with one another” and “extend
grace” to others, just as the Lord has extended grace to us (3.13).

2. To do those things, three other acts are required: adding love, letting Christ's peace rule in our lives,
and letting his word dwell in and inform our lives.

Bound by Love (3.14)
“And to all these virtues add love, which is the perfect bond.”

3. Because our culture typically uses one word to refer to many ideas and nuances—and generally
misuses it to make its emotional, romantic, and erotic components primary, we need to unpack the
nature of aydnn (agapé), the primary NT word for “love” (116 times; the verb ayoandw, agapad,
appears 143 times)? and push back against the common understanding.

4. Christians did not invent agapé, but gave it a prominence it did not have in the larger Greek world.
a. Outside the NT.
1) Agapad first appears in Homer, but agapé “is unknown before its usage in the LXX.” (Spicq
1994, 14) (LXX uses of the words: agapé — 19 times; agapao — 271 times).
2) “Contrary to what is often written, no certain attestation is available in any papyrus from the
pre-Christian era” (Spicq 1994, 15). Agapé is essentially a unique biblical word.
b. NT meaning.
1) Agapé “is the most rational kind of love, inasmuch as it involves recognition and judgment of

1 Unless otherwise noted, all Bible quotations are from the NET; italics in Scripture citations are my additions.
2 The word @iAéw (philed) appears 25 times; @idog (philos) is used 29 times; @Al (philia) is used once, with reference to being
friends with the world (Jas 4.4).
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value” (Spicq 1994, 11).

2) Agapao “also often means ‘value, set great store by, hold in high esteem™ (Spicq 1994, 12).
3) Depending on the context, the word giAéw (phileo) is not always distinguishable from
agapao/agapé (cf. John 21.15-19), but “people are never commanded to love one another

with @iAéw or idia, but only with &yarndo and dydnn” (Louw and Nida 1989, 293).

4) Agapé is a love that may include friendship and affection, but goes beyond it.

a) That's important because “while friendship is properly used only of a relationship
between equals, agapé links persons of different conditions: with rulers, benefactors, and
fathers; it is a disinterested3 and generous love, full of thoughtfulness and concern”
(Spicq 1994, 13).

5. We can see the meaning best by looking at its use in some significant texts.
a. Matthew 5.43-45.

1) Verse 43’s reference to loving neighbors and hating enemies fits well with the modern
understandings of love: we love the people we feel good about and don’t love the people we
don't like.

2) Verse 44 is at odds with that understanding: an enemy is not someone we feel good about;
yet Jesus tells us to love our enemies.

a) Note the parallel in Luke 6.27: “Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you.”

3) We can make better sense of it if we translate it “esteem” or “value,” keeping in mind that “in
the NT it would almost always be necessary to translate agapeé as ‘demonstration of love™
(Spicq 1994, 12).

b. Romans 5.8, 10 with 1 John 4.9-10 — Even though we were God’s “enemies,” he esteemed/
valued us to the extent that he sent his Son to be the “atoning sacrifice” for our sins.

c. Luke 10.25-37 — In the famous Good Samaritan parable, told in light of the lawyer’s attempt to
find a loophole in the second great commandment, Jesus transformed the question from “who is
my neighbor?” to “to whom should I be a neighbor?” That is, “Whom should I esteem/value?”

6. Consider Colossians 3.14 in light of the above.
a. The context is bearing with and showing grace to difficult people, that is, people we don’t always
like that much.
b. By using agapeé and saying that it is “the perfect bond,” Paul is saying that when Christ-followers
esteem and value others, even those who are difficult, we can experience and show unity.

Ruled by Peace (3.15)

“Let the peace of Christ be in control in your heart (for you were in fact called as one body to this peace), and be
thankful.”

7. 1It's important to note that the Jewish idea behind the word heart (xapdic, kardia) has more to do
with the will, deciding, and even the intellect than with emotions (though it is not devoid of the
latter). It had to do with the direction of the mind toward the things of God.

8. Similarly, in the biblical understanding of “peace” (eipnyvn, eirene), absence of conflict is secondary

3 “Disinterested” is used here in the sense of not being biased or swayed by a relationship already established. In agape, we act
regardless of our feelings toward the other person, or whether we even have feelings (e.g., agapé for a complete stranger).
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to the condition that exists when things are as they should be—in a relationship, within oneself, etc.

9. That gives us insight in what Paul means when he commands us to “let peace rule in your hearts”

(ESV).

a. “Rule” (BpaPedw, brabeuo) “is drawn from the athletic contest, meaning, first, ‘award a prize
(BpaPetov)’ and so ‘act as judge or umpire, preside (at an election), arbitrate, and then ‘direct,
control” (Dunn 1996, 234).

b. Notice two things about surrendering to this rule.

1) Foremost is the fact that we are not to be ruled by feelings, what it means to us, what we
think is right, whether we think someone is worth the trouble, etc., but by whether things are
right with (peace) Christ.

2) Second, notice that surrendering to Christ in this manner fits with the essential unity already
established in the nature of the “one body” (cf. Eph 4.3, which speaks of keeping the unity).

Dwelling in the Word (3.16—17)

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and exhorting one another with all wisdom, singing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, all with grace in your hearts to God. And whatever you do in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

10. Since Christ’s authority and standard are essential to body unity, it makes sense that Paul would
stress the importance of living in Christ's word; it is always prominent in coming to and sustaining
faith (cf. Rom 10.17; John 8.32; etc.), including in Colossians (1.5, 25).

11. Once again, the emphasis is on the community (cf. 3.12—13): the methods he says we are to use to let
the word live in us are reciprocal actions to be practiced by the group.
a. Teaching and exhorting, with all wisdom.
b. Worship in song as a means of teaching.
c. Demonstrating the spirit of gratitude.
d. A concern to never do anything that is not in his name, i.e. by his authority.
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